Adult Butterflies



#1B Tharsalea
helloides

This photo of the butterfly was taken on
September 4th, 2025 around 6 PM. on a
potentilla shrub in our front yard. | have
only seen this particular species once
before, and that was on September 19th,
2010 in Smoky Lake. A long time
between sightings for me, so | was
thrilled to see the butterfly and capture
the image!

Photo by: Linda Morgan



#2B Celastrina
neglecta

This was the first Summer Azure ever on
my Pollard Count route in Edmonton.
The taxonomic history of this species
has been confusing, so perhaps it is
appropriate that only the eyes of this
individual are in focus, while the all-
important wing pattern remains a bit
nebulous.

Photo by: John Acorn



#3B Tharsalea
helloides

A late-season beauty in the badlands.

Photo by: Greg Pohl




#4B
Euphydryas
chalcedona

Photo by: Kano Sasaguchi




#5B
Thymelicus
lineola

During the day before the moth ball, we
spent an afternoon exploring the many
trails around the area. The butterflies
were plentiful and this one caught my
eye along the route.

Photo by: Hilary Pittel



#6B Tharsalea
rubidus

Only the second time | saw this
magnificent Alberta butterfly.
iNaturalist link:
https://www.inaturalist.org/observation
s/306654052

Photo by: Matthias Buck



#7B
Thymelicus
lineola

Exploring the Grasses along the river of
Policeman Flats in Calgary, this image is
a combination of 40 stacked images into
a single image, the moth was very
apathetic about participating.

Photo by: Cameron Hunter



Adult moths



#1M Arctia
parthenos

This photo was taken at the Cypress
Hills Bioblitz, It was my first time
attending such an event and it got me to
join the Lep guild. Since then, | do my
best to keep my eyes out for
opportunities to photograph and identify
moths and butterflies anytime | can now,
not only focusing on the birds.

Photo by: Cameron Hunter



#2M Hemaris
thysbe

My husband and | were driving from
Hinton to Robb along the Robb Road,
checking out stops on our upcoming
breeding bird survey. How nice that this
moth was feeding on dandelions in the

ditch at one of the stops!

Photo by: Linda Morgan




#3M Hemaris
diffinis

While photographing butterflies along
my Pollard Count route, at Government
House Park in Edmonton, this
Snowberry was a lovely surprise that

allowed me to take numerous photos
before it whizzed away.

Photo by: John Acorn



#4M Selenia
alciphearia

This beauty was waiting for Doug
Macaulay and | the next morning, after
a night at the moth sheet at Wainwright
Dunes

Photo by: Greg Pohl



#5M Ctenucha
virginica

Photo by: Kano Sasaguchi




#6M Antheraea
Polyphemus

The morning after the annual Moth Ball,
we were cooking pancakes for breakfast
when | looked over at the forest edge
and saw this beauty resting on the tree
in the sunshine.

Photo by: Brooke Williamson



#7M Sthenopis
purpurascens

This female was actively laying eggs on
the moth sheet. It was brought to me to
see if | would consider raising the eggs.
Once | realized that this species would
be difficult to rear, we placed it on a tree
in the morning after the Moth Ball.

Photo by: Hilary Pittel



#8M Hemileuca
hera

Formerly known only from a single
Alberta record at Dinosaur Provincial
Park. Posing beautifully on the host plant
(Artemisia cana). A first for me and my
lepidopterological highlight of 2025!
iNaturalist link:
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/
320525613

Photo by: Matthias Buck



#9M Nadata
gibbosa

This moth is going through a phase...

Photo by: Colin Chiu




#10M
Phyllodesma
americana

| participated in my first ever moth
sheeting event in Cypress Hills this
summer and took many photos of cool
moths, but this may be my most
adorable subject from that event.

Photo by: Rowan Rowland

ii53e)
34358
?
4

3’3‘

~e
e




Immature Stages



#11 Satyrium
curiosolus

The Curiously isolated hairstreak larva
glows a ghostly blue, like something out
of a deep-sea trench. Far from being a
denizen of the ocean, this butterfly is

curiously isolated indeed - found only
within Waterton Lakes National Park,
Alberta. The eerie blue colour captured
in this photo is the result of exposure to
ultraviolet light, representing one of the
newest discoveries on one of the newest
(and rarest) butterfly species.

Photo by: Benny Acorn




#21 Furcula sp.

A pretty spectacular caterpillar, on a
rain-soaked morning near
Kitimat, BC.

Photo by: Greg Pohl




#3l
Polyommatini,
cf.
Glaucopsyche
lygdamus

The caterpillar of a blue on Yellow
Sweet-Vetch (Hedysarum sulpurescens)
tended by an ant in the genus Lasius.
We all know about the symbiotic
relationship between ants and the
caterpillars of many species of blues, but
| had never seen it myself - so cool! The
full picture sequence on iNaturalist:
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/
325624203

Photo by: Matthias Buck



#41 cf. Arctia
parthenos

It had been a long, bright, windy, chilly
day quietly stalking the Cooking Lake
trails and meadows for deer or elk. As
the sun sank towards the west, our team
split up, and | hunkered down at the
edge of a copse on a fenceline, eyes
peeled to the rolling field as the grass
turned to burnished gold in the low
November sunset. My tea was long gone
and the air was getting cold, the sweat
on the back of my neck prickling as it
chilled. We'd seen no movement all day.
But lo! Here at last was something: not
what we sought, but smaller, precious,
unexpected. Low in the grass, inches
from my feet among the frosty fallen
leaves: a tiny, hairy prize. A caterpillar
crept out from the leaf litter: slow but
officious, sluggish, cautious. My sense of
enchantment was absolute: | was
spellbound, transfixed, mesmerized. This
was surely the coolest caterpillar | have
objectively encountered! The world
around me disappeared as | observed
this little thing going about it’s business,
which constituted about 3 inches of
general exploration before returning
beneath the frosty leaves. Did | miss

more objective goal-based activity
elsewhere while this occurred? Probably.
Do | regret it? Never.

Photo by: Corrianne Brons



